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Gustave Tassell, designing for the House 
of Norell, makes everything simple this 
Spring: simple, clean-cut lines; and 
simple to sell and wear. Because he shows 
the identical dress shapes for day, late- 
day and evening -- at just-below-knee, 
several inches above-ankle, and frankly 
floor length, respectively. 


THE FORMULA: a contrasting bowneck shows 
above coats and suits that close with a 
single button which pulls in the waistline 
for a fitted look. 


THE COATS, either solid beige or with neat 
brown double-track stripes that encircle 
the body, are quite slim, as are a few 
lightly flared shifts. Everything else 

has voluminous skirts: 8-gore, or circular, 
on one-button Basque SUITS in beige wool, 
with silk crepe notched collar shirt, belt, 
snap-brim hat and David Evins satin sandals 
all in bone. A suit with a slightly longer 
one-button jacket has only four gores in 
the skirt, and a bowneck blouse in tiny 


black star patterned silk, or in narrow 


biack-and-white stripes. 


TWO LEADING DRESS STYLES are featured: 

the safe one is the bowneck shirtdress 
(its streamers lengthen for evening); 

it has a stiff two-inch covered belt, 

and full bishop's sleeves bloused into a 
tight, three-button cuff. A variation has 
a round neck and matching triangular scarf 
looped over the left shoulder. It is most- 
ly in fine silk mini and border prints, a 
departure for the house. THE OTHER, con- 
sidered a minor bombshell by the major 
store heads present, is called a dropped 
waistline, although it hangs like a che- 
mise down to the thigh bone, where it 
bursts into a shirred skirt. For evening, 
it drops to actual long torso level and 
(continued on page 2) 
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IN ROME: SPRING COUTURE ... 


THE LINE: although there is still a feeling 
for the loose chemise, the body is coming 
back into focus ... the waistline is belted 
-- the hips close-fitted. Fullness has gone 
to the top -- wide shoulders in which padding 
is replaced by gathers (Heinz Riva), by smock- 
ing (Andre Laug), or pleating (Martieri). 
SLEEVES are important -- raglan, gathered, 
cuffed. For EVENING, the ample, bias-cut 
"flou" dress, soft and fluttery -- the vamp 
dress, close and slinky. 


LENGTH is on the rise, but still below the 
knee (at most houses), for daytime -- to 
the ankle for evening, with an occasional 
asymmetric or handkerchief hem. 


COATS AND SUITS: amply cut "trapeze" coats 
(Fabiani) -- belted and controlled fullness, 
shirt detailing, double-faced (Sarli) ... 

the classic SUIT is supplanted by a casual, 
belted overblouse (Riva), trench jacket 

(Tita Rossi), safari jacket (Galitzine) ... 
instead of a conventional blouse, transparent 
halters, and skimpy peasant corselets. 





DETAILS, ACCESSORIES: flirty ruffles and 
flounces for evening -- shawls wrapped 

around shoulders a la Lola Montez -- lingerie 
touches of embroidery or macrame ... wide 
leather cummerbunds ... white pique berets 
pyar mother-of-pearl accessories ... ankle 
straps, pointed toes, heels three inches or 
higher. 


FABRICS: linen a favorite for day ... as 
are the "natural" unbleached fabrics: mus- 
lin, jute, raw silk, shantung ... terrycloth 
cruise dresses (Balestra) ... lightweight, 
supple wool jersey (Tiziani) ... diaphanous 


formals: silk georgette, organza, chiffon, 


crepe-de-chine. 
(continued on page 2) 


gets a self sash around the real waistline; 
and its sleeve cuffs rise to four and even 
five covered buttons, up to mid-arm. 


HIS COLORS are beige, by day, ice-blue or 
ice-pink, by night. But FI preferred some 
blacks and navy blues: several had hand- 
some shutter pleats, banding a skirt, a 
peplum, or the entire sleeves. And two 
belted long torso floor length dresses with 
pleated skirts, one half black, the other 
white, laterally divided. The long formals, 
as covered up as the daytime versions, come 
in solid colors as well as in tiny, often 
touching, prints in pale tones, several in 
Bayadere (horizontal) formation ... 
ADDENDUM: daytime shirtdresses left unbut- 
toned to above the knee, and floor length 
evening versions, with no buttons at all 
below mid-thigh, should make pantyhose 
manufacturers happy. 
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PLUMED HATS LEAD NOSTALGIC LOOK FOR SPRING 


No, not quite the panache of a fully plumed 
hat in a Gainsborough, in the Ascot scene 
in "My Fair Lady," or in "Cyrano de Berge- 
rac." But a single soft yet dapper ostrich 
plume, dyed to match a pastel hat, or in 
multicolor. It is Spring's leading conten- 
der in the current wave of nostalgia, as 
shown at the Millinery Institute of Ameri- 
ca's semi-annual preview in January. 


The nostalgia is made nicely contemporary. 


Nearly weightless descendants of Victoriana 
and Edwardiana, streamers included; even 
the big, glossy, transparent black horse- 
hair hat is brought up to date. Flowers, 
too, make a nostalgic return, but differ- 
ing from flowered hats of yore, these look 
downright sophisticated. Brims, in general, 
are wider, and still mannish, but only in 
origin, not in effect: they dip, ripple, 
snap, even turn up at times. In other 


words, they are pliable, not stiff. 


Materials include Panama and other light- 
weight straws, felt, and printed fabric. 


Whites and reds stand out, alone or to- 
gether, with crown and brim of different 
colors. But the big trend is to parfait- 
soft pastels, romantic and nostalgic. 


FASHIONS IN ROME (continued from page 1) 
PRINTS: minuscule florals and striking 
stripes on linen (Centinaro) ... fresh 
dandelions (Sarli) ... sea gardens, pebbles, 
seaweed and surf (Galitzine) ... Impression- 
istic florals (Balestra). 


COLORS: the whole palette of pastels ... 
much blue, from powder to navy ... winning 


white ... "natural" sand and beige —-a 
flash of flame and coral. 


-.- SHAWLS AREN'T JUST FOR PEASANTS 


The heavily fringed, oversize shawl is now 
a "must" at parties all over Rome -- worn 
over long evening dresses -- or wrapped 
around coats or suit jackets. Many of these 
handsome shawls are designed by Anna Maria 
Carella, Via Maurilio 14, Milan. She has 
been designing shawls for five years; each is 
a striking original. Free-form patterns, 
florals and geometrics are hand-crocheted 

in intense colors on dark grounds, finished 
off with deep fringe. Retail prices range 
from $70 for jersey designs to $110 for 
more intricate, crocheted models. 


--- NEW ITALIAN FASHION AMBASSADRESS 


Silvana Mangano, heroine of the new Visconti 
film "Family Group in an Interior," has 
become Italy's new Numero Uno fashion figure 
with her opulent furs, designed by Piero 
Tosi and executed by Fendi of Rome. 


The giant Bulgari jewels she wears on screen 
further enhance the Italian fashion image, 


despite their astronomic prices. 


La Mangano's effective film makeup, too, is 
bound to be imitated: pale, pale skin, with 
eyes encircled in dark, dark shadow, and 
eyebrows practically non-existent. The 
famous Mangano mouth is softly colored. Her 
hair is short, and very, very curly -- looks 
as if it had been left uncombed. 
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UPCOMING_FASHION DATES 
April 5-10...Paris - Pret-a-Porter 

April 9-11...London - Int‘l Fashion Fair 
April 20-24..Dusseldorf - Fashion Fair-IGEDO 
May 12-15....Frankfurt - Interstoff (Fabrics) 
Oct. 18-23...Paris - Pret-a-Porter 

Nov. 18-23...Frankfurt - Interstoff (Fabrics) 


FI BOUTIQUE BEAT -- AMSTERDAM AND ZURICH: A GOOD SELECTION OF MERCHANDISE 


AMSTERDAM, renowned for its famous Rijks 


(National) Museum, Anne Frank house and canals 


also boasts a wide variety of boutiques with 
merchandise from far and wide. Many are 
located on Kalverstraat, a mall now closed 
to trartic. 


Peter v.d. ‘Haar, n.z. Voorburgwal. /Fine 
selection of Dorothee Bis, Emmanuelle 
Khanh, Cacharel, Jap, Daniel Hechter. 


Biba, Kalverstraat No. 55. No relation to its 
London namesake, but carries English 
imports including Mary Farrin's knits. 


Rodier, Kalverstraat No. 85. Fine French 

knitwear for men and women. 
Lex Daniels, Kalverstraat No. 103. Exclusive 
menswear. 


Bus Stop of London, Kalverstraat No. 126. 
Lee Bender's designs and other imports. 


Bata International, Kalverstraat No. 110. 
Footwear from Italy and France; Jan 
Jansen's hand crafted clogs. 


Tarzan's, Kalverstraat No. 124. Wide range 
of apparel for men and women - name 
designers include Quorum, Alice Pollack, 
Ossie Clark and Nik Nik. 


Miss Etam, Kalverstraat, Their own and other 
young sportswear and separates. 


Mod'Elle, Kalverstraat No. 150. Juniorish 
sportswear from local manufacturers 
spiced up with French imports. Modera- 
tely priced. 


Western House, Kalverstraat No. 154. Trendy 
boutique, features Jeff Banks, Quorum, 
Sheridan Barnett, and others. Some 
accessories, shoes, 


Mystelle, Kalverstraat No. 176. Classic 
sportswear and knits -- Pierre Cardin, 
Bleyle & Kio from Germany. 

Ladielord, Kalverstraat No. 182. Moderate 

to expensive boutique chain. 


Nikki, Kalverstraat No. 175. Pace setter, 
modern, with more after-five apparel 
than most. Imports include Lothar. 


Corona Galleris, Rokin No. 132. Around the 
bend from Nikki, the shops in this mall 
have good assortments, including Kenzo's 
knitwear designed for Carroll and Michel 
Le Comte shirts. 


Maison de Bonneterie, Kalverstraat No. 183. 
Menswear and linens - plus Aquascutum, 
Courreges, Leonard and Miss Dior. 


The Salty Dog, Kalverstraat No. 210. Off- 
beat item sportswear. 


V.D. Heijden, Heilegweg No. 24. Men's coats, 


suits, shirts, accessories. 


Laura Ashley, Singel No. 441-443. Facsimile 
of her London shops. Victorian and 
Edwardian dresses, separates; fabrics 
for made-to-measure. 


De Lange, Koningsplein No. 7-9. Fine shoe 
store with some RTW and accessories. 
Branch at Van Baerlestraat No. 16. 

ZURICH RE-VIEWED ... Inflation or no, the 

Swiss go on as usual and Zurich continues to 

thrive as a fashion center. 


Bahnofstrasse.....latest addition to the 
world-famous shopping street is A.C. 
Bang at Bahnhofstrasse No. l. Tel: 
01/27.09.11. Danish furs,some scarves, 
bags and accessories. 


Bohny, Poststrasse; # 5 (off Bahnhofstrasse). 
Tel: 01/21.10.44; branch St. Gallen No. 
11. Tel: 071/22.20.21.. Elegant haber- 
dashery -- cravats, scarves and gloves 
for men -- scarves, knitted hats, mittens 
hose and handbags for women. 


Ed Sturzenegger, Bahnhofstrasse No. 48. Tel: 
051/23.28.15 (and 12 branches) -- Fine 
lingerie, blouses and knitwear for women 
and children. 


The Alt Stadt 

Josephine, Neumark] at No. 28. Tel: 01/47.02. 
19, This unusual boutique features a pot- 
pourri of dresses, sportswear, separates, 
scarves and hats, mostly from the Scan- 
dinavian countries. Scattered about the 
shop are handcrafts from Switzerland, 
hand painted boxes, bookmarks, framed 
pressed flowers, etc. 


Fashion Mecca for tabletop retailers and 
buyers, the January Atlantic City China 

and Glass Show established some important 
new trends, despite the fact that most 
manufacturers were playing it safe, hewing 
close to traditional, proven patterns. The 
underlying theme: If it's "old," it's "in." 


DINNERWARE: allover floral designs, deco- 
rative bands and familiar shapes dominated, 
heralding a return to more elegance in liv- 
ing ... even contemporary motifs reflect 
the influence of formality ... many new 
casual patterns echo floral designs of 
formal ware ... NATURALS FOR PROMOTION: 
brighter, bolder colors, more sharply de- 
fined designs, in traditional florals ... 
BLUES look newsy again -- but green re- 
mains the main contender for first place. 


HOME ENTERTAINING: its strength is sharply 


underscored by wide choice of gourmet serv- 
ing dishes, from soup tureens to cache-pots 


--- influence of ecology seen in interest- 


ing revival of napkin rings, in case paper 


napkin shortage returns. 


DRINKWARE: much diversity, although heavy- 
cut patterns still dominate ... STEMWEAR: 
stems newly faceted and/or chunky ... 
optical and sandwich glass important in 
low-end lines ... COLOR remains a strong 
factor, with amber, blue and green the 
most significant. 


WINE-RELATED SERVING PIECES continue their 
impressive sales growth, attesting to 
wine's increasing popularity in the U.S. 


FLAT AND HOLLOW WARE: Pewter is the metal 
to watch, a sure sales getter for '75, 
partly influenced by the bicentennial, but 


even more by its appeal to young buyers who 
want "the real thing.” Soaring cost of 


sterling is responsible for revival of 
silverplate --. STAINLESS STEEL FLATWARE, 
which gets an 80-percent share of the mar- 
ket, is strong in traditional patterns, 
including Colonial. 


MENSWEAR: __AT_LONG_ LAST, HALSTON 

The designer's long-awaited entry into the 
menswear market came off with the unveiling 
of next Fall's collection, at Lincoln Cen- 
ter. Halston-watchers were not disappoint- 
ed: the same low-key, simple, understated 
look that has made him famous. The same 
Ultrasuede, too, in 10 colors -- which is 
many more than he uses in his women's RTW. 
And he uses it for many more garments: 
coats, battlejac and leisure suits, hooded 
blousons, shirtjacs and slacks; even outer- 
wear coats lined and collared with fake fur 
dyed to match. The 10 shades are almost 
interchangeable: dusty earth tones and 
dusty darks. 


Indeed, everything is intended to go with 
everything else, as in women's sportswear 
separates. You buy as few or as many 
pieces as you can afford per season. In- 
cluding coordinated turtlenecks and haber- 
dashery. 


His silhouette is for all reasons: because 
the suit jackets taper to slim-looking hips, 
he provides comfortable movement at the top 
via slightly extended shoulders, but they're 
ever so soft, no padding is apparent. The 
jackets and separate blazers come single or 
double breasted, with center vents and just 
about any and every shape of lapel notch 
you might fancy. 


Topcoats, belted or not, end below knee. 
Raincoats have fly-fronts, are unbelted. 
Sportswear jackets "hang loose," look jaunty 
but not jarring. Fur jackets are made of 
kit fox, raccoon, opossum. Evening wear, 
coats included, looks conventional and con- 
servative, even the one maroon jacket in 

the collection. 


The superb fabrications included several 
shadow patterns -- 2-tones, dark jacket/ 
medium gray slacks; patterned jacket/solid 
color slacks -- and a belted brown Ultra- 
suede coat that should be the needed extra 
unit fashion retailers will be looking for, 
come Fall. 
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